Atopic allergy: asthma and atopic dermatitis.
During the past 2 years much progress has been made in our understanding of allergic diseases: there is now increasing evidence for a direct causal relationship between exposure to allergen and the chronic diseases, asthma and atopic dermatitis; furthermore, it seems very likely that exposure to indoor allergens is the most common cause of the inflammation of the lungs that is characteristic of asthma.